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Our role as parents, relatives or friends is to help youth prepare for the transition into high 
school and whatever comes next, be it college, the workforce, or the military. They need 
to know how to open a bank account, fill out a job application, cook a meal, and do their 
laundry. They need unbreakable connections to family, friends, culture, community, and 
traditions, because their 18th birthday is just a beginning. 

The US Census says 59% of men and 50% of women ages 18-24 continue to live in their 
parents’ home. These young people can count on support and guidance well beyond age 
18. 

But life poses far greater risks for the 29,500 kids who “age out” 
of the child welfare system each year, entering the adult world 

having experienced maltreatment and instability
According to a longitudinal study done by Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago, nearly 
25% lacked a high school diploma. Only 6% had a 4-year or even a 2-year degree. 24% 
spent time homeless, 28% couch-surfed, 30% lived in five or more places. Their median 
wage was $9.45, their median annual earnings were $8,000. More than 61% of the young 
men were fathers, more than 75% of the young women were mothers. Of the males, 42% 
had been arrested, 23% convicted, 45% incarcerated.

Nationally, Virginia has one of the highest rates
of young people aging out of the system

The Commonwealth is one of two states with the largest percentage of young people 
who age out of foster care - 600 each year. But the Commonwealth is making progress by 
adopting policies that reflect an integrated approach to services for older youth in care, 

If you are a caring adult who has played, or is playing,
an important role in the life of a teenager or young adult

- please read this.



Thank You For Supporting our Mission With The Bracket Blast

Jane-Ashley
and

Peter Skinner

lEADING SPONSOrS FINAl FOUr SPONSOr rEGIONAl SPONSOrS

TABLE SPONSORS

Josh Arbaugh        dana and Peter Harris        Nancy and Greg Ledford       Mike Pausic        Marty and Bob Sayler        Frank and Jennifer Winslow

Boar’s Head
Crutchfield

DMK Builder
Downtown Athletic

Eljo’s
Mulberry Station

The Market
Mincer’s

Newsplex
The Sabre

Snow’s Garden Center 
Sweet U

T&N Printing
UVA Bookstores

Congratulations To 25 New Volunteer Advocates

Front row, left to right: Yann 
Beneveau, Kim Leuders, Bea 
LaPisto-Kirtley, and Roya 
Makki. Second row, left to 
right: David Cathcart and 
Greg Hayden. Spring 2014.

LaVern Usher and  Diana 
Burrus flank the Honorable 
Richard E. Moore in the 
Louisa Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court. 
Spring 2014.
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Piedmont CASA Board member Jim Miller and his Committee 
spent months putting together a Bracket Breakfast for March 
17 - then snow forced them to cancel. But the Committee 
had already worked its magic and over 30 sponsors stayed 
with Piedmont CASA as we took the tournament online, and 
turned the Breakfast into a Blast, held on April 9. Thanks to 

the Committee, the Paladin Media Group, the Omni Hotel, 
and our amazing sponsors  - we surpassed our fundraising 
goal! Please thank these stalwart leaders for their steadfast 
support in raising $23,500 for abused and neglected children 
in our community!

LEFT: Flanking Jim Miller are Bracket 
emcees Rachel Ryan, Newsplex Anchor and  
Reporter, and David Koehn, UVA Director of 
Broadcasting.

CENTER: Jim holds a basketball - signed by 
the UVA men’s team and won in the Bracket 
Blast raffle by Bill Achenbach, and his wife, 
Carolyn.

RIGHT: Cavalier basketball legend Barry 
Parkhill, currently UVA Associate Athletic 
Director for Development, and Jilly 
Kavanaugh, who served with amazing 
energy on the Bracket Committee, with Jim.

Photos courtesy of Robert Radifera 
Photography.

THE BrACKET CoMMITTEE
Jim Miller, Chair  |  Jesse Achenbach  |  Josh Arbaugh  |  Angela Davis  |   Matthew Guthrie

Jill Kavanaugh  |  Katy Kreienbaum  |  Mike Pausic  |  Bob Sayler

The Honorable Edward DeJ. 
Berry stands above: front row, 
left to right: Lore Laaman and 
Catherine Rotolo. Second row, 
left to right: Margo Morshuis, 
Donna McCauley, Ed Robb and 
Tom Mirenda. Spring 2014.

Front row: Becky Soper and 
Tricia Wilson. Back row: 
James Amato, Megan Durkee, 
and Steve Kennedy. Fall 2013.

Rebekah Menning, James 
Ramsey and Chelsie Smith. 
Fall 2013.

With generous support from

NOT SHOWN: Jim Adler, 
Kellie Gildersleeve, and 
Paige Taylor.

Larry  Bouterie



Andrew
Sitler

Andrew Shurtleff

Marilynn StingMarilynn Sting

Marilynn 
Sting Larry  Bouterie
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ToP roW Nominated by Piedmont CASA, The Honorable Edward DeJ. Berry accepts the Family and Children’s Trust Fund’s Child Welfare 
Certificate of Appreciation award from FACT Board member Marty Sayler in Richmond, Virginia, on April 7, 2014 (Marty Sayler is also a 
Piedmont CASA Board member) q Louisa County Volunteers Kitty Croes, Dianne Montgomery, Sherri Rosser, Rita Heeter, and Maureen 
Falkenbach q Longtime Vounteer Phil Giaramita speaks at the Major Donor Reception on October 15, 2013 q Piedmont CASA President 
Alicia Lenahan is interviewed by Mona Orange for This Week at the Lake, which aired on the Monticello Lake television station. SECoNd roW 
Alica Lenahan talks to a visitor at the United Way Mentor Fair on January 27, 2014 q A smiling Judge Berry arrives for his talk to Piedmont 
CASA Volunteers  at the First Presbyterian Church Chapel on February 18, 2014 q Piedmont CASA joins Give4Good on the downtown mall on 
May 6, 2014 q Newly minted Volunteer Chelsie Smith receives her certificate from Judge Berry on October 10, 2013. THIrd roW Volunteer 
Appreciation picnic on October 2, 2013 q Piedmont CASA Board Chair Dana Harris speaks at the Major Donor Reception on September 26, 
2013 q Volunteer Terry Petty receives a 10-year service award from CASA Supervisor Annie Izard on October 2, 2013 q UVA Project Serve 
volunteers dive in to help with the annual appeal in September 2013. BoTToM roW Alicia Lenahan and guest at the Volunteer picnic on 
October 2, 2013 q Volunteers Mary Chinn and Janet Stack at the Charlottesville Best Practices Conference on November 18, 2013 q Judge 
Berry swearing in a new CASA Volunteer class on October 10, 2013 q A Kids4Kids drawing at work on a tabletop “lantern” that goes to 
community events.

Community Connections



This Young Man Is Not “Aging out”
He’s Going To College

These Three Siblings Won’t Be Separated

He wants to go to college, but in six months he turns 18 
and will “age out” of the foster home. He can’t live with his 
mom because he knows things would fall apart again, so 
the Department of Social Services called a Family Planning 
Meeting. Since the meeting took place when the young 
man’s CASA Volunteer was out of town, the Supervisor 
filled in. The meeting adjourned with no alternative for the 
youth. Upon returning to her office, the Supervisor called a 
Volunteer who had recently retired to see if she would foster 
this boy through college. The retired Volunteer said yes, and 
the process is underway. 

The steadfast work of the young man’s Volunteer, the 
dedication of the “retired” Volunteer, and the resourcefulness 
of the Supervisor are all part of building a bridge that will 
enable this teenager to reach his potential as an adult.

For Many Foster Kids, Turning 18 Is Like Falling off The Edge of the World   

cont’d from page 1

Three young brothers and sisters were removed from their 
home due to abuse and neglect. An uncle was prepared to 
take in one, but was unable to take in all three. It looked like 
the children were going to be separated, each one shipped 
off to a different placement. Then the CASA Volunteer asked 
the uncle if there were more family members who could 
each take in one of the children. The uncle asked, and two 
more relatives said yes. Now, since all the relatives live in the 
same neighborhood, the three siblings see each other almost 
every day. 

By thinking outside the box, this CASA Volunteer made it 
possible for these brothers and sisters to maintain their 
reassuring connection to one another, and their broader 
family.

Because Piedmont CASA Volunteers Advocate...
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with a greater focus on the process of preparation. This policy gives the young men and women a central role in all service 
planning and decision making, and requires the social worker to encourage and support them in taking responsibility and 
becoming increasingly self-sufficient. Virginia also recognizes that all older youth need and deserve a permanent family and 
lifelong adult and family connections. 

Since 2008, there has been additional support available for foster chlldren who turn 18. For example, eligible youth can take 
advantage of Education and Training Vouchers to assist them in successfully completing a post-secondary or vocational training 
program. This effort goes hand in hand with Great Expectations, which helps Virginia’s foster youth complete high school, gain 
access to a community college education, and transition successfully from the foster care system to living independently.  In 
December 2010, more than 550 Virginia youth who were in care on their 18th birthdays took advantage of the array of services 
available to them.

Piedmont CASA is responding with the introduction of Fostering Futures
There is much more work to be done on behalf of these young men and women. Piedmont CASA is stepping up to the plate by 
offering Fostering Futures. CASA Volunteers will receive specialized training that will equip them to advocate more effectively 
for older youth in care ensuring that they have access to necessary resources and services. 

We will work with all our partners and these young people so they can be better prepared for success in adulthood, have 
healthy connections with their families, be able to rely on permanent lifelong connections and have access to services and 
support in areas such as Independent Living Skills; Support Systems; Education; Employment Skills; and Housing.  



CASA Facts as of May 30, 2014

Thank you!
This newsletter can only capture a small portion of the difference your support makes

to the abused and neglected children in our community

Carolyn Achenbach
Stephanie Commander
Sarah Dandridge
Kimberley C. Emery
Tracey Hopper
Carol B. Hurt
Diane Long
Kathryn Parker
Julie Stamm
Edward M. Wayland

BoArd MEMBErS EMErITUS

Alicia Lenahan
Lexie Boris 

Hope V. Payne
Heather Boe

Annie Izard
Kati Naess 

Randy Nolt
Chris Roberson
Janet Williams

STAFF
President
Advancement DIrector
Program Director
CASA Supervisor
CASA Supervisor
CASA Supervisor
CASA Supervisor
CASA Supervisor
Office Administrator

BoArd oF dIrECTorS
Dana Harris

Jennifer Winslow
Mike Pausic

Katy Kreienbaum
Rob Atherton
Steve Bowers

Julie Christopher
Angela M. Davis

Melissa C.T. Hunt
Janet Legro

James F. Miller
Marty Sayler

A. Benjamin Spencer

Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Secretary

228 children from 125 families are being served this year
20 children are on our wait list
148 children are in foster care

49.6% % of CASA children are girls
116 Volunteers are active

75 cases have been closed so far this fiscal year
Piedmont CASA turned 19 years old this year

From the bookshelf 
of Piedmont CASA 
Supervisor
Kati Naess

Kati’s Corner

Plus a big thanks for making Give4Good a success - not just for 
Piedmont CASA, but for community service organizations

throughout the Charlottesville area!

When we ask children in our community
to draw what makes them happy,

the overwhelming majority draw two things

They draw their home and their family ... 
two things most abused and neglected 
children simply do not have.

Aside from advocating for the physical 
and mental health of traumatized young 
victims, Piedmont CASA Volunteers strongly 
advocate to find them safe, permanent 

homes. Too often, these children don’t believe such things exist for them. And without 
the foundation of a stable home, how can they build a future? How can they develop 
the skills or create the connections that their peers are learning from their parents? 
How can they break the cycle of abuse and neglect?

That’s why kids in our community are drawing for CASA kids. You may have noticed 
their art in our annual report, on social media, and throughout this newsletter. We 
never miss a chance to attend community events and whenever possible, we set out 
crayons, markers, and paper for the kids to draw for CASA kids. With the permission of 
their parents, children donate these drawings to our Kids4Kids Gallery to help tell the 
story of our mission. If you’d like us to set up the “studio” at one of your events, call 
Lexie at 434-971-7515, or email lbpcasa@embarqmail.com.

Want Our
Tax Credits?

We still have some
NAP tax credits to give. 

If you’re interested, 
please give Alicia a call. 
First come, first served.
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CASA Volunteer Training Just Got Easier
Our next Volunteer Training session will introduce Flex Learning - a more flexible 
schedule that enables you to do half the lessons online. Fifteen hours on the 
schedule you choose, and fifteen hours in a dynamic classroom setting with CASA 
Supervisors and other trainees. 

818 East High Street

Charlottesville, VA 22902

434.971.7515

pcasa.org
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